Gone missing this time are a couple of hundred copies of the December 2004 issue of Physics Today, which contained an article critical of Peter Nanos, the laboratory's director. After many physicists at the laboratory reported that they had not received the issue, conspiracy theories began to circulate about the fate of the lost magazines.
Laboratory officials categorically deny that they are trying to keep the article from the staff. "The notion that there was some sort of an effort to keep Physics Today out of the hands of subscribers is ludicrous at best," says Jim Fallin, the laboratory's chief spokesman.
But according to an e-mail survey published in the March issue of the magazine, more than half of the laboratory's 414 subscribers say that they never received their copies of the December issue. By comparison, less than 3% say they didn't get the February 2005 issue.
The mystery of the missing magazines is just the latest reported disappearance at the laboratory: in July of last year, for example, two hard drives containing classified data were reported missing (see Nature 
